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| FILED 
___ RECEIVED 


James Oliver Romine Jr. Pro Se Litigant 
12494 Ironwood Dr. 

Yuma, Arizona 85367 

928-276-1844 


jromine2445@gmail.com 


BY 


IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR THE DISTRICT OF ARIZONA 


JAMES OLIVER ROMINE JR. Case No.: CV-16-00604-PHX-JJT 


Plaintiff 


AFFIDAVIT OF VERIFICATION 
v. 


JAMES NICHOLAS STANTON TRIAL BY JURY: No 
Defendant 


I James Oliver Romine Jr, depose and state that Attachment N1 through N15 are true and correct 


to the best of my knowledge, information, and belief and in support of the factual allegations 
contained within The Complaint. 


RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED this Day 2 of February 2017 


12494 Ironwood Dr. 
Yuma, Arizona 85367 


Sworn to and subscribed before 
me this 2ndst day of February 2017. 


Alyssa L Becker 
Notary Public 
Yuma County, Arizona 


=" My Comm, Expires 03-08-19] 


FEB 08 2017 
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Digital Homicide And The Case Of The Sockpuppet Developers 


@8 September 24, 2015 (http://www. thejimquisition.com/digital-homicide-and-the-case-of-the-sockpuppet-developers/) & jim Sterling 
(http://www.thejimquisition.com/author/jim/) @ Editorials n' Stuff (http://www.thejimquisition.com/category/editorial/) 


\ 


Watchers of my YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/user/JimSterling) will know that | love to record myself playing random games on Steam. 
Sometimes | stumble upon a gem, but more than likely | find something awful - the most famous of which was Digital Homicide’s The Slaughtering Grounds 
(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=S6s0Wpn 1zmU). After that company’s infamous meltdown and litany of terrible releases, it had gone very quiet for a while, 


So quiet, in fact, that when | played Galactic Hitman and Devil's Share, | had no idea | was playing yet more Digital Homicide games, although their poor quality 
should have been a surefire clue. This was because both these awful experiences were published by ECC Games... or were they? 


See, there is an ECC Games, but it's sure as hell not the company publishing crappy first-person shooters to Steam. 


(http://www. thejimquisition.com/wp- 


content/uploads/2015/09/dig4.png) 


Digital Homicide’s latest shenanigans are confusing and based on several allegations, so | cannot present everything in this article as verified fact. However, 
due to digging around by myself and several users on Steam, we appear to have a pretty clear picture of the company’s latest, bizarre get-rich-quick scheme. 


We at least can verify the “ECC Games” presenting itself on Steam (which | am going to call Faker-ECC because | like a good Masters of the Universe reference) is 
Digital Homicide, thanks to a page (https://archive.is/8EF15) in which Galactic Hitman is listed as belonging to the notorious Romino brothers. 
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You can watch video footage of Devil's Share (https://“www. youtube. com/watch?v= 1x4NWigBuyQ) and Galactic Hitman (https://www.youtube.com/watch? 
v=IVXTV5F8DTA) by clicking those prior links - they carry all the classic hallmarks of a Digital Homicide production. The assets are all store-bought, they're both 
hideous to look at, interactively generic, unfinished, and broken in some significant way. The only difference is the rebranding of the developer - surely a 


response to the fact that James and Robert Romino know their prior company’s name is mud on Steam these days. 


It's also worth noting that Galactic Hitman's artwork has been taken from elsewhere, just like the initial art for The Slaughtering Grounds was. You can see the 
original imagery here (http://laslolf.deviantart.com/art/Daddy-D-382624242#_=_), which Faker-ECC may have purchased from Shutterstock. Does DH 


even have a single artist? 


[Note: Initially | suggested Digital Homicide just took the image from a Deviantart artist without permission, not knowing it was also sold on Shutterstock. The 


text has been edited to reflect this.] 


The story, of course, doesn’t end here. Digital Homicide seemingly has a third sockpuppet company, Micro Strategic Game Designs. MSGD recently 
got Attrition: Nuclear Domination (http://store.steampowered.com/app/392870/ through Steam Greenlight. It looks terrible - obviously - and was recently 
removed from the Digital Homicide Complete Pack Bundle (https://steamdb.info/app/392870/history/#_=_), demonstrating its link to the infamous studio. 
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‘Previously, the studio has been linked to another developer - Bob Middleton - engaging in shady vote-rigging 
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(http://www.thejimquisition.com/wp- 


(http://www.thejimquisition.com/2015/08/steam-vote-rigging-and-shady-connections-the-curious-case-of-bob-middleton/) for the game Clickerton Heroes. 
Whether or not Digital Homicide and Middleton are the same entity is yet to be determined, but people have their suspicions. 


The Rominos seem to have a vested interest|in getting crap past Steam Greenlight. As well as helping two-bit developers trade Steam keys in exchange for 
Greenlight votes, Digital Homicide has offered support in the past to other developers I've criticized - apparently attempting to form some sort of support 
group for fragile egos. 


Speaking of which, Digital Homicide also appears to be behind a new website, BundleBlitz (http://www.bundleblitz.com/), a code giveaway site with a special 
interest in Steam Greenlight hopefuls. BundleBlitz heavily featured Nuclear Attrition recently, though I'm still looking into a definitive link. 


Still, their font of choice sure looks familiar (http://store.steampowered.com/app/329950/). 
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Anyway, it's time to get to the really juicy part. Remember when | said that Devil's Share and Galactic Hitman were published under the name ECC Games? Well, 
there actually is an ECC Games, and it sure as shit wasn't the company uploading crap games to Steam. 


A Polish mobile game company by the name of ECC Games reached out to me via email explaining it has absolutely no link to Digital Homicide, and its claim 
most certainly seems to check out. Its own website (http://eccgames.com/) features a whole host of mobile games, along with a full-fledged team of Polish 


developers. It also has a Twitter account (https://twitter.com/eccgames) which, prior to now, has no history of mentioning either Devil's Share nor Galactic 
Hitman. 


“We would like to inform that we are not designers nor producers of Galaxy Hitman nor Devils Share, games that have been published on Steam,” said ECC 


producer Dorota Muzynska. “We probably fell victim to a people previously known as Digital Homicide. We have already taken legal actions aimed at ceasing 
infringement of ECC GAMES rights.” 


te am lf. 


3 (http://www. thejimquisition.com/wp- 


m2 
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When you can name yourself literally anything on Steam, it's impossible to know who is a legitimate developer and who isn’t, as we've seen with the case of 
Faker-ECC. Apparently you don't need to prove your company’s legitimacy or even existence, since it’s all based on usernames. Here, we've seen it lead to 
potential legal trouble for the folks who rebranded and accidentally defamed a completely different studio, 


Someone on Twitter asked me how they “got away” with calling themselves ECC Games. The fact is, they didn’t have to “get away” with anything, at least not 


as far as Steam is concerned. Once again, Valve's lack of oversight makes it easy to just call yourself ECC Games, regardless of who is actually allowed to trade 
under that name. , 


Digital Homicide's official channels have maintained radio silence for months (https://twitter,com/dig_homicide), seeming to operate solely through these 
sockpuppet companies. Being as sly as the Wet Bandits, however, it hasn't taken long for the Internet to dig up their latest sleazy shenanigans. 


At some point, this “studio” is going to have to realize it is neither talented enough to become a producer of good games, nor clever enough to trick us into 
a | 
believing it is. | 


That's not going to happen today though, and jts recent chicanery may lead it into very real legal trouble. , \ 
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